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Mu'tazilite Kalaäm as a Trans-religious Phenomenon: 
À Contextual and Observational Search for a Christian 
Mu'tazilite Orientation 


unnôïig: «<ruulell hall nà äljisall e éélgiall GLhsaall ge äypleall Gluljall né Jill auljall ass Uglai 
ele GpySé eLéë 3929 ge G3uyliBâgai äuljieul juïcl Lil juaï Gil La 5 19 Jai ua Glhaall Elli jp né à Iglaa 
GiLs ll aïf ayiäi oi Léui Jglaig äpiléallg äsanuôill äiall GleLaïill 393 jgù éflgblig su pile cilaiülg 
-Gné-ulàg tnilläc Qili äll na ui "äuljiso" äals Gil gIg all Gile PNANEESUReRR es SES 
de Bill enle (äljisall) fill Isa ylaif pau of ug» ga äcgiïall &iyall Glelaïi M jglai ul aab (iso nigall 

ägolls äalb yc gi "äauuo ägljiso" Je Üsaÿ of <jall Say ailé ui pli en] Jgaïll af enüall aailayl 


'ängau uljiso"g "&ollul &ljiso" ge Gi Lalio &uuall as cuil äyljieo 

.nulall pnall ärsuuall ärljisall ali! alc cäljisall :äralièa Gilals 

This paper examines contemporary studies of the extant data on the Mu'tazilite sect of Islam during the Abbasid 
era to investigate whether or not Mu'tazilism can be seen as a historical model of an intellectual sphere that was 
trans-religious, cross-confessional and rose above divisive and "othering" boundaries of religious affiliation. 
The paper proposes that if the concept of 7 ‘tizal indeed aspired to transcend religious affiliations, and if the term 
mu ‘tazaliyya refers to a particular state of intellectual, philosophical-theological affinity that aimed to overcome 
diverse religious affiliations without forcing its adherents to give up their own religious beliefs or to become 
non-religious, it is therefore valid to speak of a "Christian mu ‘tazaliyya", or a phenomenon of Mu'tazilite kalam 
(theology) permeating Christianity, just as one may speak about "Muslim Mu'tazilism" and "Jewish Mu'tazilism". 


Keywords: Mu'tazilism, Kalaäm, Christian Mu'‘tazilism, Abbasid Era. 
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GS 2024ple als 5 a ms oil 2021 cè,e ie 4 IGYL ae Lost Gil au io) opioll JAN 2 SU 8e x ulMloïs  ** 
exil pur JE eeYmÿlo el MI cp Le GEI Vle Lust, Finn Alstel all Leo dl Sell alé : LHUSYL LS 
dsl Al, og) «d5 1 | SSguol) lolo 43,51 L5el,4) Sandra Keating gas 8,35 Spombop)l ral (Uiel ce pol si La 59 | - Soil 
jguÿonll Glull «he)) (5) pr El] sql af Je Gal (91 gilles Co ESS 6jatuelle sen] CNslule EYE PCA] SN 

Le le Louds 53 quo) ël,4 oeil EVE C Ex DS il <Yahya Michot géo LS aclétel| 
This paper is the intellectual nucleus of a wider research project I have been working on in English since summer 2021, which is set to 
resultin a book in early 2024 on the same subject, with the working Arabic title of “A'tizaliyyah masthiyyah? Diräsah hälah al-tatallu' 
ma bayn al-kaläm al-masiht wa-al-Islami khilal al-‘asr al-° Abbäst al-mubkir.” I would like to express my thanks to my friend Professor 
Sandra Keating for her careful and thoughtful reading of the first draft ofithis study and for the email filled with deep and intellectually 
stimulating ideas and questions which she graciously sent to me for commentary on that draft. I am also thankful to my former colleague, 
retired Professor Yahya Michot, who devoted part of his precious time to reading the same draft and commenting on it. 
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ll sis Ul psaktus (> (79 GI Lounl,Y] OL! a ki Bli5e he. sl Self-otherizing IA 6,5lkolle 
Baye des CN cell de Less 35 0566 oo EME de AIT LUI! Gus (pe deu JS Ke cale vbs 5b 08 
#6 ll se oi oo Le ciel OÙ] daysls op es lle 65 5 SN Lidl 55 ds clomygles 
DUT pe ae sLale Cell (Je cas 5e (dole de és dus ceySl l)bl ge Gite us L Jelé ce as 469 is 
45 3220)] Al lire bise HS Ds ojlrel, Sail cage ommualle Mu T c)Ral LUE die Copa Gite 
obW 5ple dti 8 jou sols LS don LES 8 uuols put Cultural Koine 


2läall JI oh poall cutebl cf lané tôt eglull toull Jaoll ye Aulss Lucs25 8u c,t5 «2018 ale à 
JEAN LS Lis lis Atos laliel ce Éd MY elall à à Ka soglo cmoluolly cmguoll GS Ce 


1 David Thomas, "Muslim Theologians and Christian Doctrines," in: David Thomas (ed.), Christian Doctrines in Islamic Theology (Leiden/ 
Boston: Brill, 2008), pp. 1-18. 


2 Robert G. Hoyland, "Jacob of Edessa on Islam," in: G. J. Reinink & A. C. Klugkist (eds.), After Bardisan: Studies on Continuity and 
Change in Syriac Christianity in Honor of Professor Han. J.W. Drijvers (Leuven: Peeters, 1999), pp. 149-160, 151. 


3 Michael Penn, Envisioning Islam: Syriac Christians and the Early Muslim World (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
2015), P. 2. 
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5929) Logdl eels bles (3e 035$ Log ausNl SU) LA) JV  ooléà cuis ll élilo of ie le «Ja Vle 
cl sul ao bull) 4 ll lantuall ape OÙ Loges g 5 0, ell ul paul JA SOI Gp él 
re jbl" GBg oandl guise 25 lg Les «jm Luëes 6 Labs Le dgl; pe sggalle cselualle onemuell (Lusgyr 
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.Pras lis Lo C5 60" Li SLés 


"bye" glace Of 355, dis Bye LS dope Luognd ou cbjuadl Gal Ge Egll ie 35 
ol 5% Le" Gi ie le els JS OS (y lixu Ÿ je dtbg" Jill age dleles (ie ALI à dll 
SbaSe 155 Lou \! LS all Sas Ÿ sl) OS LaSe Eloi LÉf toy laëo CLS Le . al dé Les 
05 Jo pad cul Lagioll Len de yñoll &Goll Lampe OÙ Luogyet dis (9 LeNl 8 GS GLS li 
Lol; Ge ous cœwail LUS PE] Lol; ce LAlil dl Les 815 lle cou : eu Yl ul ça pil au) 
Lilée dul,s D (pas of Lucggié 385 cei eg OMR] aiolez Qé S Jos Goyill ol ge" 
Je LL ol aus eat cp clans AU QUI cars Lu pale ptdll JA Le Géulill SA 
caobuolls soil til" of ai Cal af ee AU Cogail dul)s (je adlèus Le oè in LBoll on 
rase aulil LAÏl (à Gslox ais «il gaie gx Je dglèse cylul Laull auslaoll le E cumolle 
all SA eV All gel EN Sygell 5e ab <> 309 Jje of lie Ge lues gars cdlueodl (és 
Ki VI douls s85 Los «use alla lie (5e ol 8gel Due 1825 (ue JT lens aile Ke cadiralls 
-Pabueg loge 5jge Will 8 CoSs 
Lul,5 5e «à Ba lo (yes JLaïls dut polar où dures Le OS 9) 15e +4 JL Vlad 7 Li luoggid y yiño sea 
EN el LE Ré cily ons dise à cle LS 15e 1" diisell SN" pute dégpeoll 8,2 Je de 8 yat 
spas (49 elesil ile aus (ljeoll El; us OÙ ÂLSS dus 495,8 dènes dslj se JIRENT el de Bliol I] 55% 
Le au Lau till Jr lobes ou) Sôe pa Pdlstner mbosigosell Elo) OS of Ile SCA 5,5lè0 dsl] 


4 Sarah Stroumsa, "Comparisons as a Multifocal Approach: The Case of Arabic Philosophical Thought," in: Guy Stroumsa (ed.), Comparative 
Studies in the Humanities (Jerusalem: Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, 2018), pp. 133-151, 141; 


Sell a pull à (0295 Soul lu à Hell Lie Jas LA 
Adam H. Becker, Fear of God and the Beginning of Wisdom: The School of Nisibis and Christian Scholastic Culture in Late Antique 
Mesopotamia (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006). 


5  Stroumsa, p. 143. 
6 Ibid. p. 146. 
7 Ibid. p.139. 
8 Ibid. p. 146; 

déj as 
Makram Abbé, "The Andalusian Philosophical Milieu," in: A. Meddeb & B. Stora (eds.), À History of Jewish-Muslim Relations: From the 
Origins to the Present Day (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2013), pp. 764-777. 


Li 55 id. p. 766 :" l'y le ares SN 3 GLS JM (50 Las 4] Jonall Sos Alterity ëplie A8 la" of JI Ra pie oo le Of puis 


Stroumsa, p. 146. 


9  Stroumsa, p. 147. 
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10  Ibid., 140. 
11  Ibid., 143. 


He. le dE 


Marco Demichelis, "Between Mu'tazilism and Syncretism: À Reappraisal of the Behavior of the Caliphate of al-Ma’mün," Journal of Near 
Eastern Studies, vol. 71, no. 2 (2012), pp. 257-274. 

vi all de a VI «(Tbid., p. 259) "Aigso Lulu clan Gus (3 dll pliseul Je Go" GE Ogelall Al jf Lis Vo a pus oil cEgll e3 
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: hall Ju Je x. (Ibid.) ' eh & El à ci 5 
Al-Tabari, Tärikh al-Rusul wal-Mulük (The History of the Messengers and the Kings), C. E. Bosworth (trans.) (New York: State University of 
New York Press, 1987), pp. 30-31. 


12  Stroumsa, p. 138. 


13 Racha El-Omari, "The Mu'tazilite Movement (1): The Origins of the Mu'tazila," in: Sabine Schmidtke (ed.), Oxford Handbook of Islamic 
Theology (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016), p. 130. 


14 Ibid. p.131. 
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15 Richard C. Martin (ed.), The Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World (New York: Macmillan Reference USA, 2004), "Mu'tazilites, 
Mu'tazila," vol. 1, p. 497; 

él es 
Daniel Gimaret, "Mu'tazila," in: C. E. Bosworth et al. (eds.), The Encyclopedia of Islam (Leiden/ New York: Brill, 1993), vol. VIL pp. 783-793. 
16 Ignaz Goldziher, /ntroduction to Islamic Theology and Law, Andras & Ruth Hamori (trans.) (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 
1981), p. 86. 


17 Ibid. 
18 Ibid. p.87. 
19 Ibid. 
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20 Josef van Ess, Theology and Society in the Second and Third Centuries of the Hijra: A History of Religious Thought in Early Islam, 
Gwendolin Goldbloom (trans.) (Leiden/ Boston: Brill, 2017), vol. 2, pp. 382-383. 
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26 Aziz al-Azmeh, Arabic Thought and Islamic Societies (London/ New York: Routledge, 1986), vol. 1, p. 199. 
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33  Stroumsa, "The Beginning of the Mu'tazila Reconsidered," p. 268. 
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él as 
Josef van Ess, "The Beginnings of Islamic Theology," in: John E. Murdoch & Edith Dudley Sylla (eds.), The Cultural Context of Medieval 
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